Dear Reviewers,

Thank You very much for Your truly helpful and valuable suggestions, comments and corrections. We have been considered all Your suggestions and have made corrections in the Manuscript (revised version Manuscript - R), that You can find in this Submission. Added sentences/words/phrases... are highlighted with yellow color; and deleted sentences/words/phrases... are highlighted also with yellow color but with cross out red text.
Reviewer A: 

Reviewer A: Manuscript entitled: “Composite materials based on pumpkin oil cake and essential oils with improved barrier properties and lower water sensitivity” is about preparation and characterization of a biopolymer based film incorporated with Satureja montana and Ocimum basilicum essential oil. In general, the study is interesting and has enough novelty to be publish by Hemijska Ind. Journal. There are some major revision needed to improve the quality of the manuscript as follow:

Author: Dear Reviewer, thank You very much for Your detailed review, significant comments and suggestions. Special thanks for considering this article for publishing in Journal - Hemijska Industrija. All suggestions and corrections have been addressed in the Manuscript. Below You can find the corrections on Your comments, I hope You will be satisfied.
Reviewer A: 1- Title of the manuscript need to revise and shows “Why” and “How” of the research.

Author: The title of the manuscript: „Composite materials based on pumpkin oil cake and essential oils with improved barrier properties and lower water sensitivity“ 
has been changed to: „Incorporation of essential oils into pumpkin oil cake-based materials in order to improve their properties and reduce water sensitivity“

Reviewer A: 2- Abstract need to rewrite with short sentences. Some sentences are also not clear like Sentence in Lines 37-40. Abstract needs to support by some quantitative results as well as percentage of EOs that used in methodology.

Author: The sentences have been rewritten and shortened and some quantitate results have been added, in accordance with the limits on the number of words allowed in the Abstract:

Line 32-34, the sentence:” Significant reduction of moisture sensitivity, related to physicochemical properties and water vapor transmission rate, as well as improvement of light barrier properties toward visual and UV light, was observed (p < 0.05).”

has been changed to: Line 34-38: Significant reduction of moisture sensitivity, related to physicochemical properties and water vapor transmission rate (almost 30 %) was observed (p < 0.05). Improvement of light barrier properties toward visual (decrease of light transmission was around 50 %) and UV light (lower than 1 % of light transmission), was also observed (p < 0.05). 
Line 31: The percentage of added essential oils (3 % (v/v), 4 % (v/v) and 5 % (v/v)) has been added in the Abstract.
Sentence in Lines 37-40: “These results suggest that developed biopolymer composite films based on pumpkin oil cake and Satureja montana or Ocimum basilicum essential oil, show improved properties compared to control film, with lower affinity toward water and improved light barriers.”

have been changed in: “These results suggest that incorporation of Satureja montana or Ocimum basilicum essential oil improved barrier properties of pumpkin oil cake-based film and lower its affinity toward water.”

Reviewer A: 3- Introduction part also need to use short sentences. The literature used quite old and it is better to refer to most recent articles. There are lots of articles recently published and you can update to more interesting for reader for instance you can refer to the following related articles in literature review part: Arezoo, Esfahani, et al. "The synergistic effects of cinnamon essential oil and nano TiO2 on antimicrobial and functional properties of sago starch films." International Journal of Biological Macromolecules 157 (2020): 743-751.; Jafarzadeh, Shima, et al. "Biodegradable green packaging with antimicrobial functions based on the bioactive compounds from tropical plants and their by-products." Trends in Food Science & Technology (2020). 

Author: The sentences have been rewritten and shortened. The suggested articles have been added in the Introduction section:
Ref. 1. Jafarzadeh S, Jafari SM, Salehabadi A, Nafchi AM, Uthaya Kumar US, Khalil HPSA. Biodegradable green packaging with antimicrobial functions based on the bioactive compounds from tropical plants and their by-products. Trends Food Sci Technol 2020; 100:262–77.
Ref. 12. Arezoo E, Mohammadreza E, Maryam M, Abdorreza MN. The synergistic effects of cinnamon essential oil and nano TiO2 on antimicrobial and functional properties of sago starch films. Int J Biol Macromol 2020; 157:743–51.

Reviewer A: 4- All Methods need to have reference from standards or from previous published literatures.

Author: The appropriate references have been added in the Materials and Methods section:

“Physicochemical properties (swelling degree, moisture content and total soluble matter) of obtained films were determined according to Hromiš et al. [9].” 

“Barrier properties – Light permeability - …according to the Hosseini et al. [22].”

“Structural properties – FTIR analysis - …according to the Hromiš et al. [9].”
Ref. 9. Hromiš NM, Lazić VL, Markov SL, Vaštag ŽG, Popović SZ, Šuput DZ, Džinić NR, Velićanski AS, Popović LM. Optimization of chitosan biofilm properties by addition of caraway essential oil and beeswax. J. Food Eng. 2015; 158: 86-93.
Ref. 22. Hosseini SF, Rezaei M, Zandi M, Farahmandghavi F. Bio-based composite edible films containing Origanum vulgare L. essential oil. Ind Crops Prod 2015; 67:403–13.

Reviewer A: 5- Results are good, and need to check figure 1, the letters for significant differences need to put exactly on each column.

Author: The Figure 1 (In revisioned version of the Manuscript the name is Figure 2) has been modified according to the Reviewer suggestion; the letters for significant differences have been putted on the each column.

Reviewer A: 6- Conclusion part is too long, try to shorten by justification of your hypothesis and future research recommendation.

Author: The Conclusion part: 

„The hydrophobic character of Satureja montana and Ocimum basilicum essential oil influenced the properties of PuOC-based film after their incorporation. Lower water sensitivity regarding physicochemical properties, as well as better barrier properties to water vapor and light transmission of PuOC-based films with essential oils, was observed. These results were confirmed with FTIR analysis, which showed the increase of film hydrophobicity after incorporation of Satureja montana and Ocimum basilicum essential oil. However, the reduction of mechanical properties of PuOC-based films after addition of essential oils was observed. Obtained results suggest that developed biopolymer composite materials based on PuOC and Satureja montana or Ocimum basilicum essential oil, could be tested as packaging materials for various food products, with lower affinity toward water and better light barriers, delaying oxidation caused by UV light in food systems. “

has been changed to: „Obtained results suggest that the hydrophobic character of Satureja montana and Ocimum basilicum essential oil influenced the properties of PuOC-based film after their incorporation. Lower water sensitivity regarding physicochemical properties, as well as improved barrier properties to water vapor and light transmission of PuOC-based films with essential oils, was observed. Further research should include examination of those material bioactivity (antioxidant and antimicrobial), and in vivo experiments on real food products. In this way, the influence of added active components on activity of PuOC-based material, as well as the influence of material on food product quality, shelf life and sensory properties, could be examined. “
Reviewer E:

Reviewer E: it would be interesting if the authors could add some photos of the biopolymer films. 

Author: Dear Reviewer, thank You very much for considering this article for publishing in Journal Hemijska Industrija. The figure of biopolymer films based on PuOC without (control) and with added essential oils (Satureja montana and Ocimum basilicum) in all applied concentrations (3 %, 4 % and 5 %) was added in the Manuscript in the section Results and Discussion – Visual appearance as a Figure 1. 
